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1. Establishment and Authority
The Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS) Committee is a board committee established by the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) Board of Directors in accordance with section 7.7.2 of the WECC Bylaws.  All of the power and authority of the WREGIS Committee derives from the WECC Board and is subject to the requirements of section 6.12 of the WECC Bylaws.  Actions of the WREGIS Committee shall be consistent with the purposes and obligations agreed to by the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission), and WECC.
The Energy Commission contract with WECC (Agreement Number 400-06-003) provides financial “backstop” support for WREGIS at WECC until the earlier event of the system becoming entirely self-sustaining through user fees or the contract expiration on March 30, 2011.  Under this contract, the Energy Commission has veto power over the motions, actions, and decisions of the Committee as described in Exhibit D of the Agreement.

2.
Mission
WREGIS is an independent, renewable energy tracking system for the region covered by WECC.  WREGIS tracks renewable energy generation from units that register in the system using verifiable data and creates renewable energy certificates for this generation.  WREGIS Certificates can be used to verify compliance with state and provincial regulatory requirements such as renewable portfolio standards and in voluntary market programs.  The WREGIS Committee strives to achieve its goals and oversee the operations of WREGIS in a manner that is fair, credible, consistent with the public interest, and responsive to the needs of participants.

3.
Purpose and Responsibilities
The purpose of WREGIS is to ensure that renewable energy production is counted only once for the purpose of complying with RPS requirements in western states and provinces and to verify renewable energy product claims relating to WREGIS renewable energy certificates.

The responsibilities of the WREGIS Committee shall include:

3.1
Implementing and overseeing operation of the WREGIS Program for verifying compliance with the western states’ and provinces’ renewable portfolio standards (RPS);

3.2
Making modifications and improvements to the WREGIS Program to encourage the participation and financial support of other western states and provinces;

3.3
Developing and recommending to the WECC Board a WREGIS Program operating budget which shall target three (3) years from startup as the date when the WREGIS Program shall be entirely self-funding and ensure in any event that WECC will have no financial responsibility for WREGIS;

3.4
Establishing and periodically adjusting a participant fee structure to provide sufficient revenue on an annual basis to cover anticipated costs while encouraging broad participation by western states and provinces and the renewable energy industry;

3.5
Adopting operating rules and software necessary to meet the functional and operational requirements for WREGIS;

3.6
Assisting in the hiring of a WREGIS Director (see section 6 of this Charter.);

3.7
Approving protocol agreements for the import/export of WREGIS certificates to compatible tracking systems;

3.8
Appointing special committees and subcommittees, as necessary, to implement these responsibilities;

3.9
Providing oversight and guidance to WREGIS staff and activities to ensure:

3.9.1    Proper maintenance of security and confidentiality of software and data;

3.9.2    Proper maintenance of the operation change process associated with WREGIS maintenance and enhancement activities;

3.9.3 
Enforcement of rules of participation;

3.9.4    Compliance with the terms and conditions agreed to by WECC and the WREGIS Founding Sponsors (Energy Commission and Western Governors’ Association) for the establishment of WREGIS at WECC;

3.9.5    Periodic reports on the operations of WREGIS are provided to participants.

3.10 
Conducting other affairs as necessary to carry out the purpose of WREGIS.
4.
WREGIS Committee 

4.1
The WREGIS Committee shall consist of seven members, as follows:

4.1.1
Three members of the Committee shall be from the class of Industry Participants.  For purposes of this charter, “Industry Participant” means (1) any WREGIS account holder, except those who qualify under subsection 4.1.2 or 4.1.3; or (2) a registered generator; or (3) an interested party.  Of the three Industry Participants, at least one shall be a generator participant and at least one shall be load serving entity participant.

4.1.2
Three members shall be from the class of State/Provincial Participants.

4.1.2.1    For purposes of this charter, “State/Provincial Participant” means any entity eligible under section 4.2.5 of the WECC Bylaws for membership in Class 5 of WECC.

4.1.2.2   Two of the State/Provincial Participants, the Energy Commission and the WGA, shall have designated seats on the Committee.

4.1.3
One member shall represent WECC and be appointed pursuant to subsection 4.2 of this Charter. 

4.1.4  
No Participant, or group of affiliated Participants, shall have more than one representative on the WREGIS Committee.  

4.2
Election of Committee Members
4.2.1
The three Industry Participants shall be elected by majority vote of Account Holders who are Industry Participants on the WREGIS Stakeholder Advisory Committee, according to procedures determined by the WREGIS Committee, provided that the elected Industry Participants shall include at least one generator participant and one load serving entity participant. 

4.2.2
The three representatives of the class of State/Provincial Participants shall be determined as follows:

4.2.2.1
Two of the representatives, from the Energy Commission and WGA, shall be appointed by their respective entities, according to each entity’s procedures.

4.2.2.2
The remaining representative shall be elected by majority vote of the State/Provincial Participants on the WREGIS Stakeholder Advisory Committee, according to procedures determined by the WREGIS Committee.
4.2.3
The WECC representative shall be appointed by the WECC Board according to its procedures.

4.3
Term of Office
4.3.1
Committee members, other than designated Energy Commission, WGA and WECC representatives, will serve staggered two-year terms. 

4.3.2
A Committee member appointed to fill a vacancy between elections will serve until the end of the term to which he/she was appointed. 
4.3.3
 There is no limit on the number of terms a Committee member can serve.

4.4
Resignation or Removal from Office
4.4.1
Any Committee member may resign at any time by delivering a letter of resignation to the Committee Chair.  The Committee Chair may resign by delivering a letter of resignation to the Vice-Chair of the Committee. 

4.4.2
The Committee may, upon a vote by a majority of members, remove any Committee member from office for any reason, subject to approval by the member’s class on the Stakeholder Advisory Committee.  The WREGIS Committee shall give the Committee member prior notice of the meeting in which removal will be voted upon, the reasons for the action, and the right to be heard by the body prior to the vote.

4.4.3
In the event of a vacancy resulting from resignation or removal, the Chair will appoint a successor from the same class to fill the unexpired term of an elected Committee member from the Industry Class. The appointment shall ensure that the Committee continues to contain at least one representative of a load serving entity and at least one representative of a generator, as required in subsection 4.1.1.  If a designated Energy Commission, WGA or WECC representative resigns or is removed, the appointing agency will appoint the successor.

4.4.4
If a Committee member representing a class changes employment, and if the new employer is the same class, then that Committee member may remain on the Committee.  If the new employer is in a different class (or there is no new employer, e.g. the member retires), then the seat shall be filled according to subsection 4.4.3.  

4.4.5
Committee members will serve without compensation, but may receive reimbursement for direct expenses according to the “Travel Guidelines for WREGIS Committee Meetings,” a copy of which can be found in the WREGIS Committee Guidebook.

4.5
Governance
4.5.1
The Committee will elect a Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary, and other officers if desired from seated Committee members.  A Nominating Subcommittee of the WREGIS Committee will present nominations for Committee Officers to Committee members at least thirty days prior to the meeting at which new officers are to be elected.   The duties of the officers will be as determined in this Charter, the WECC Bylaws and by the Committee.

4.5.2
The Chair will conduct the WREGIS Committee meetings. The Vice Chair will conduct WREGIS Committee meetings in the Chair's absence. 

4.5.3
Meetings will be held at a time and place designated by the Chair, upon consultation with the other members. The Committee will hold at least two regularly scheduled meetings per year, at least one of which will be an in-person meeting, except that the Committee may by a majority vote waive the requirement for the in-person meeting if it determines that an in-person meeting in that year is not needed.  Additional meetings may be held upon the call of the Chair or the request of at least one third of the Committee members.  One regularly scheduled meeting will be specifically for the purpose of electing new Committee members and electing Committee officers, along with any other business of the Committee.  

4.5.4
A majority of the Committee members will constitute a quorum for transacting business, and any decision will require an affirmative vote of the majority of Committee members present.  Members will be considered “present” and may fully participate by telephone conference, as long as everyone participating can communicate with each other.  The Committee may adopt procedures for electronic voting, and any vote taken pursuant to such procedures will be considered the same as a vote taken at a meeting of the Committee.

4.5.5
For the duration of the WECC-Energy Commission Contract, the Energy Commission’s representative on the WREGIS Committee will have voting rights as specified in Exhibit D to the Contract.

4.5.6
Advance notice of all Committee meetings will be provided by posting a notice and agenda for each meeting, including the time and location, on the WREGIS website and given in writing to each WREGIS Committee member by electronic mailing at least seven days before the date of the meeting. WREGIS staff will assist the Committee in developing meeting agendas and backup material. .
4.5.7
Minutes of each meeting shall be prepared by the Committee Secretary for approval of the Committee.

4.5.8
The WREGIS Committee may conduct an organizational review of the size and composition of the Committee with the objective of ensuring that the governance structure is serving the needs of the participants.  Any recommendations for changes to this Charter or to the WECC Bylaws to effectuate such changes following such review shall be forwarded to the WECC Board.

4.5.9 
As to SAC recommendations referred to the WREGIS Committee in accordance with subsection 5.5 of this Charter, the WREGIS Committee shall consider the recommendations at its next meeting and notify the SAC Chair of the WREGIS Committee’s action and its reasons.

5.
WREGIS Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC)
5.1
 The SAC is an autonomous advisory body.  Its function is to:
5.1.1
Advise the WREGIS Administrator and the WREGIS Committee on any topic that is relevant to the operation of the WREGIS program, and

5.1.2
Elect members of the WREGIS Committee (excluding member representatives selected in accordance with subsections 4.2.2.1 and 4.2.3).

5.2
Membership on the SAC will be open to all WREGIS Account Holders, registered generators, State/Provincial Participants, and any interested parties.   

5.3
Meetings of the SAC shall be open to all interested parties, except that interested parties who are not Account Holders, registered generators or State/Provincial Participants may participate in SAC discussions but cannot vote in elections for WREGIS Committee members.    

5.4
Governance 

5.4.1
For the purpose of electing WREGIS Committee members, Industry and State/Provincial Participants shall constitute the two classes of members.  Representatives of each class shall be elected by a majority of their respective constituencies on the SAC.  Only registered members of the SAC who are Account Holders or registered generators, who are current in payment of all fees, dues or other charges, may vote for WREGIS Committee representatives. The WREGIS Committee shall determine rules and procedures for elections and all other matters governing the SAC.

5.4.2
The SAC will elect its Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary and other officers if desired from SAC members.  

5.4.3
The Chair will be responsible for providing reasonable notice of SAC meetings, and for making all necessary arrangements for such meetings.

5.4.4
Members or other participants on the SAC shall serve without compensation or reimbursement for direct or indirect expenses.

5.5
The SAC may develop recommendations based upon a majority vote of its members to forward to the WREGIS Committee Chair.  In order for the WREGIS Committee to consider the SAC recommendations, the SAC must forward its recommendations at least 30 days in advance of a WREGIS Committee meeting at which the recommendations are to be considered.

6.
WREGIS Director
6.1
The WREGIS Program shall have a Director, who shall manage the WREGIS program.  The Director will support the activities of the WREGIS Committee and the SAC.  WECC Executive Management will have supervisory authority over the Director, including all employment decisions.  The Director shall be assisted by other WREGIS administrative employees, as provided for in the WREGIS budget.

6.2
The Director will be responsible for:  the day-to-day operations of WREGIS;  supervising any contractors hired by WECC to support WREGIS operations;  assisting with development of WREGIS within WECC;  keeping the WREGIS Program within its operating budget;  conducting outside communications; maintaining confidentiality of WREGIS data;  enforcing operational rules and managing disputes;  fulfilling contractual obligations of WREGIS to the Founding Sponsors;  and for carrying out the decisions of the WREGIS Committee.

6.3
For the duration of the WECC-Energy Commission Contract, the Founding Sponsors, with the assistance of the WREGIS Committee and WECC, will screen applicants for WREGIS Director, and recommend a candidate and salary to WECC.  WECC shall hire and dismiss the WREGIS Director.  After expiration or termination of the Contract, the WREGIS Committee and WECC will screen applicants and recommend a candidate and salary to WECC.  WECC shall continue to hire and dismiss the WREGIS Director.

7.
Reporting

7.1
The WREGIS Committee, or its Director, shall report WREGIS’s activities, status, and any recommendations to the WECC Board of Directors.
8.
Amendment of Charter
8.1 The WREGIS Committee may propose amendments to this Charter at any time, subject to approval of the WECC Board of Directors.

Approved by the WECC Board of Directors  _07/31/2009__
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